
 

 

Pastoral Team Newsletter  

Friday 22nd October 2021 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

Welcome to the first edition of the Pastoral Team Newsletter for this 

academic year.  It has been fantastic seeing children and parents/carers of our 

school community back through the school gates. 

Quote of the week 

“The way to get started is to quit talking and start 

doing.” 

Walt Disney (Entertainer and Film Maker) 

 

If you require any form of Pastoral or SEN Support, please contact: 

Mr Phillips – rphillips@albertbradbeer.uwmat.co.uk  

Mrs Cooke – senco@albertbradbeer.uwmat.co.uk 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rphillips@albertbradbeer.uwmat.co.uk
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Warm Home Discount 
 

You could get £140 off your electricity bill for winter 2021 to 2022 under the 

Warm Home Discount Scheme. 

The money is not paid to you - it’s a one-off discount on your electricity bill, 

between October and March. 

 

You may be able to get the discount on your gas bill instead if your supplier 

provides you with both gas and electricity. Contact your supplier to find out. 

The discount will not affect your Cold Weather Payment or Winter Fuel 

Payment. 

 

Eligibility 
 

There are 2 ways to qualify for the Warm Home Discount Scheme: 

 you get the Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit - known as the ‘core 

group’ 

 you’re on a low income and meet your energy supplier’s criteria for the 

scheme - known as the ‘broader group’ 

 

How you apply for the Warm Home Discount Scheme depends on how you qualify 

for the discount. 

 

Pre-pay or pay-as-you-go meters 
 

You can still qualify for the discount if you use a pre-pay or pay-as-you-go 

electricity meter. 

 

Your electricity supplier can tell you how you’ll get the discount if you’re eligible, 

for example a voucher you can use to top up your meter. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/cold-weather-payment
https://www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment
https://www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment
https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme/guarantee-pension-credit
https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme/low-income


The Big Difference Scheme 
 

You could receive up to 90% off the average Severn Trent water bill through 

the Big Difference Scheme. 

 

 
 

The scheme is open to every Severn Trent customer, regardless of your 

age, employment status, or whether you receive benefits or not. 

 

You don’t need to be behind on your bills or on benefits to apply and eligibility is 

based on an assessment of your overall household income. 

 

The scheme runs for 12 months at a time and you will have to re-apply at the 

end of each year-long period. 

 

The Big Difference Scheme is run in partnership with the Severn Trent Trust 

Fund and Citizens Advice. 

 

Any Citizens Advice office will be able to tell you more about the Big Difference 

Scheme and help you apply.  

 



How to apply for the Big Difference Scheme 

 
Call them on 0345 602 2777 and they’ll put you in touch with a Big Difference 

Scheme advisor.  Alternatively, you can apply directly through the Big 

Difference website or you can contact Citizens Advice. 

 

When you’re ready to apply, you’ll need to provide details of your overall 

household income.   

 

You will need to share income details for every adult in your household either: 

 

 Payslip(s), if employed, or 

 Benefits statement, if you receive any benefits 

 

APPLY FOR THE SCHEME 

 

Help with money 

 
If you’re in debt or struggling to pay your bills, you can get help and support 

from many independent charities. 

 

Turn2Us 

A national charity helping people when times get tough.  Turn2Us provide 

financial support to help you get back on track. 

 

Step Change 

A debt charity helping people all over the country.  Step Change are able to 

provide you with a range of debt solutions, no matter what you’re dealing with. 

 

National Debtline 

The National Debtline are a charity offering free advice to anyone who needs it.  

They’ll listen to your situation, work out a budget and guide you through your 

debt solutions. 

 

 

 

https://bigdiff.co.uk/login.php
https://www.turn2us.org.uk/
https://www.stepchange.org/
https://www.nationaldebtline.org/


Attendance 
 

Class Attendance Class Attendance 

RH  4GR 94.1% 

RW  4S 96.7% 

1K 91.5% 5CL 98.2% 

1T 93.1% 5P 95.9% 

2A 88.6% 6J 93.8% 

2S 95.4% 6M 94% 

3I 95.5% 6P 95.8% 

3K 98% Total 94.7% 

 

Attendance and punctuality this half term has been at an unacceptable level.  

The expectations are exceptionally high at Albert Bradbeer Primary Academy 

and we expect children to be attending on a regular basis, in order to help them 

progress both academically and socially. 

 

Firstly, to address unacceptable levels of attendance, we will be following the 

Fast Track process.  This is a legal process, which could lead to parents/carers 

being fined through the Local Authority.     

 

Secondly, to address unacceptable levels of punctuality - which features most in 

year 5 and 6 – children will be missing their break time to complete work they 

have missed out on, due to arriving late.  Please support your children and get 

them into school on time. 

 

We would like all of our children to become attendance superheroes and we 

would like your support with this.  Every half term the class with the highest 

level of attendance will win a prize.  It is a great incentive and provides healthy 

competition amongst teachers and children alike.  

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 
 



Coffee Mornings 
 

The table below provides you with dates and times of coffee mornings here at 

Albert Bradbeer Primary. 

 

Date and Time 

 

 

Topic of discussion 

 

Friday 5th November 2021, 9am onwards 

 

 

School Attendance – Attend to achieve. 

 

Friday 12th November 2021, 9am onwards 

 

 

Friends of Albert Bradbeer 

 

Friday 19th November 2021, 9am onwards 

 

 

Learning to love reading with your children 

 

Friday 26th November 2021, 9am onwards 

 

 

Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing 

 

Friday 3rd December 2021, 9am onwards 

 

 

Moan and Groan 

 

Friday 10th December 2021, 9am onwards 

 

 

Fun and games  

 

Friday 17th December 2021, 9am onwards 

 

 

Festive Cheer 

 

Please come along if you fancy a hot drink, whilst joining in a discussion on 

the above topics. 



 School Attendance - is of great importance to all children and young people.  

We will be discussing this in detail, focusing on the positive aspects of good 

school attendance, what we currently do in school to encourage excellent 

attendance and the pitfalls for children and their parents if they do not 

attend school. 

 

 Friends of Albert Bradbeer – We would like some FAB parents / carers to 

support us with the planning a fun packed year of events to raise much 

needed funds for our school to enable our children’s experience and 

memories of Albert Bradbeer Primary Academy to be the best they can be. 

Can you spare an hour a month to help? Have you any ideas or suggestions for 

new events or ways to improve past events? 

 

 Learning to love reading with your children - reading helps children 

improve vocabulary, communication and grammar skills.  It ultimately 

improves their writing skills as well.  It is important to start at a young age 

and teach your child the value of reading so they will grow to practice it 

often and value their ability to do so. 

 

 Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing is a subject that many people find 

difficult to discuss.  In England, 1 in 6 people report experiencing a common 

mental health problem (such as anxiety and depression) in any given week.  

Other worries about money, jobs and benefits can make it harder for people 

to cope.  This will be an open discussion to discuss mental health and 

emotional wellbeing. 

 

 Moan and Groan will give parents the opportunity to moan and groan about 

anything they like.  School, home, Aston Villa already on the cusp of 

relegation. 

 

 Fun and games is what everyone loves. In the car, on the bus, at home or 

just out and about, you can engage your children with fun games and 

activities that can help broaden their knowledge.  Come along to our games 

coffee morning to have some fun, play some games and be inspired. 

 

 Festive Cheer – It would be great to see parents and carers of our school 

community come together and spread some festive cheer.  There will be hot 

chocolate, mince pies and festive games for you to play. 



Finally 
 

If you have any worries or concerns for children and young people in the 

school holiday, please do not hesitate to telephone Children’s Services on 

0121 303 1888, option 2, option 2) or in an emergency telephone the police 

on 999. 

 

With our very best wishes,  

 

Mr Phillips                                                                                  Mrs Cooke 

Pastoral Manager                                                 SENCO 


